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3.20 Millbrae Station Reduced Site Plan Design Variant 

3.20.1 Purpose 

This section of the Revised Draft Environmental Impact Report/Supplemental Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (Revised/Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS) for the San Francisco to San Jose 
Project Section (Project Section, or project) evaluates the environmental impacts of a design 
variant for the Millbrae Station. This design variant, referred to as the Millbrae Station Reduced 
Site Plan Design Variant (RSP Design Variant), was developed to address stakeholder concerns 
and minimize impacts, to the degree feasible, on existing and planned development. 

3.20.2 Description of the Millbrae Station Reduced Site Plan Design Variant 

The California High-Speed Rail Authority (Authority) developed the RSP Design Variant to 
address stakeholder concerns and evaluate a potentially feasible smaller footprint that preserves 
high-speed rail (HSR) track and platform right-of-way needs but reconfigures station facilities, 
parking, and station access to reduce impacts on existing and planned development. Because 
Alternative A and Alternative B are the same in the San Bruno to San Mateo Subsection 
(including the Millbrae Station), the RSP Design Variant, if adopted, could apply to either project 
alternative.  

The RSP Design Variant differs from the Millbrae Station evaluated in the Draft EIR/EIS 
(hereafter referred to as the Millbrae Station Design) by: 

�x Eliminating the four surface parking lots on the west side of the alignment that would have 
served as replacement parking for 175 Caltrain and 113 Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) 
parking spaces that would be displaced by the project 

�x Relocating the new HSR station entrance hall to the northeast corner of El Camino Real and 
Millbrae Avenue 

�x Eliminating lane modifications but retaining signalization changes and pedestrian 
improvements on El Camino Real 

�x Eliminating the California Drive extension north of Linden Avenue to El Camino Real from the 
project  

As illustrated in the site plan on Figure 3.20-1 and cross section on Figure 3.20-2, the RSP 
Design Variant would involve building new HSR station facilities on the west side of the existing 
Millbrae BART/Caltrain Intermodal Station, including a new station entrance hall with ticketing and 
support services at the intersection of El Camino Real and Millbrae Avenue. The station area 
design would provide intermodal connectivity with Caltrain and BART via an overhead pedestrian 
crossing that would extend from the new station entrance over California Drive, connecting to the 
existing station concourse with vertical circulation elements (stairs, escalators, and elevators) 
providing access to HSR, Caltrain, and BART platforms.  

For ease of comparison, Figure 3.20-3 shows a plan view of the Millbrae Station Design that was 
considered in the analyses of the Draft EIR/EIS. This figure was included in the Draft EIR/EIS as 
Figure 2-34. For more detail on the Millbrae Station Design, refer to Section 2.6.2, High-Speed 
Rail Alternatives for the San Francisco to San Jose Project Section, of the Draft EIR/EIS. 

The RSP Design Variant would realign California Drive slightly west from its current location 
between Murchison Drive and Linden Avenue to accommodate track and platform modifications. 
The California Drive extension from Linden Avenue to El Camino Real, including bike path, 
sidewalk improvements, and pick-up and drop-off, is anticipated to be constructed by others and 

be in place at the time the RSP Design Variant would be constructed.1 The RSP Design Variant 

 

1 As discussed in Section 3.20.3, Environmental Baseline for Analyses of the Millbrae Station Reduced Site Plan Design 
Variant, it is reasonable to assume that a transit-oriented development and the California Drive extension would be built 
west of the Millbrae Station by the time of HSR project construction and operation. However, if the California Drive 
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would eliminate the four surface parking lots on the west side of the alignment that are associated 
with the Millbrae Station Design. Accordingly, the RSP Design Variant would not require the 
closure of Linden Avenue or Serra Avenue, unlike the Millbrae Station Design. As a result of the 
southward shift of the HSR station entrance hall, and provision of additional pick-up and drop-off 
areas on California Drive, the RSP Design Variant would not include a pick-up and drop-off area 
on El Camino Real, in contrast with the Millbrae Station Design. Without pick-up and drop-off 
facilities on El Camino Real, the RSP Design Variant would not require lane modifications on El 
Camino Real. However, both the Millbrae Station Design and the RSP Design Variant would 
include improvements at El Camino Real’s intersection with Chadbourne Avenue. These 
improvements include signalization of the intersection, median breaks, crosswalks, and sidewalk 
enhancements. Collectively, these measures would improve pedestrian connections between bus 
stops at Chadbourne Avenue and the Millbrae Station entrance hall. 

The primary access to the Millbrae Station is intended to be by transit (Caltrain, BART, San 
Mateo County Transit District [SamTrans]); bicycles; walking; and vehicle pick-up and drop-off. 
With both the Millbrae Station Design and the RSP Design Variant, SamTrans bus routes along 
El Camino Real would utilize a new southbound stop at Chadbourne Avenue associated with the 
new signalized intersection and pedestrian crossings. Both the Millbrae Station Design and the 
RSP Design Variant would also build a new dedicated bicycle path extending along California 
Drive between Murchison Drive and Linden Avenue as part of the project. Between Linden 
Avenue and El Camino Real, the RSP Design Variant assumes the bicycle path would be 
constructed by others as part of construction of the California Drive extension. In the Millbrae 
Station Design, the bicycle path between Linden Avenue and El Camino Real would be 
constructed as part of the project. 

Pick-up and drop-off facilities for vehicles would accommodate shuttles, taxis, car sharing, 
transportation network companies (Uber/Lyft), and private vehicles. Curbside passenger pick-up 
and drop-off facilities on the west side of the tracks would be located along the east and west 
sides of California Drive from north of Linden Avenue to Murchison Drive, on the south side of 
Linden Avenue, and on the north side of Irwin Place; pick-up and drop-off facilities east of the 
tracks would be on the first level of the BART parking structure.  

The RSP Design Variant would include a 37-spot automobile parking area at Murchison Drive 
intended for HSR passengers. In addition to this parking area, HSR passengers desiring to drive 
and park would be able to use available long-term commercial parking off-site or at San 
Francisco International Airport and reach the station by shuttle. 

The RSP Design Variant’s track and platform modifications approaching and at the Millbrae 
Station would be the same as the Millbrae Station Design (refer to the cross section on Figure 
3.20-2). As with the Millbrae Station Design, the RSP Design Variant’s track and platform 
modifications would require additional right-of-way along the west side of the Caltrain corridor as 
well as modification of existing Caltrain tracks, station platforms, and structures. The RSP Design 
Variant would require relocation of the historic Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR) Depot/Millbrae 
Station to accommodate the track modifications, but to a slightly different location than the 
relocation associated the Millbrae Station Design. Specifically, the RSP Design Variant would 
relocate this resource approximately 30 feet west and 40 feet south of the location associated 
with the Millbrae Station Design. The RSP Design Variant would relocate this resource 23 feet 
west and 34 feet south of its existing location.  

 

extension is not built by the time of HSR project operation, the RSP Design Variant would provide circulation and access 
to Millbrae Station without an extension of California Drive. 
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Figure 3.20-1 RSP Design Variant Site Plan 
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T.O.R. = top of rail 
EL. = elevation 

Figure 3.20-2 RSP Design Variant Cross Section  
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Figure 3.20-3 Millbrae Station Design Site Plan 




